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Berlin plans to double its defense budget by 2030 while
borrowing more than a third of its expenditures. Behind the
display of political unity lies a deadly headlong rush that defies
the lessons of history.
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Introduction

The German political class is more united than ever before since the last collapse.
This is the result of a development that began under Chancellor Schroder and
Germany’s participation in the NATO-provoked war against independent
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Yugoslavia. Yet the actual starting signal was given during the chancellorship of
Angela Merkel, the pastor’s daughter, ably assisted by a warmongering pastor
serving as Federal President.

Unfortunately, this current unity in federal politics does not reflect historical
wisdom. It is not evidence that lessons have been learned from the horrors of
Germany’s own past, guided by humanism and a commitment to peace. Rather, this
celebrated unity speaks to a kind of death wish.

The State of Current German Politics in Numbers

A few days ago, the German government released the figures for the 2027 federal
budget and the financial plan for the period from 2026 to 2030. Here is the key
table:
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Bundeshaushalt 2027 und Finanzplan 2026 bis 2030
Ausgaben
e 2027 l 2028 2029 ] 2030
Einzelplane Plafond
Mio. €
1 2 3 4 s &

01 Bundesprasident und Bundesprasidialamt .......... 67.39 70,43 70,39 70,67 72,85
02 Deutscher Bundestag ..........c.ccccooienicnicinniiciiiinn 127597 127640 131220 1357.38 1358,88
D3 BUNESTRL ... o cicaomivrmmsermssminsssmmmiesns 40,97 41,04 52,24 53,54 52,54
04 Bundeskanzier und Bundeskanzleramt ... 4 998,29 5 163,81 515564 498269 4 855,31
05 Auswartiges Amt ..........ccccvicivinninins R 6 025,29 5 958,25 5 964,06 5 964,06 5 964,06
06 Bundesministerium des INNEM .........coereeeerniaenes 1576160 | 1671295 | 1673934 | 1668775 | 1665511
07 Bundesministerium der Justiz und fiir

VerbrauCherBohUlZ ..........ccuieviieiiminmmismsisniasens 1213,28 1 209,16 120284 1196,91 1196,21
08 Bundesministerium der Finanzen ..........ccocoveeeuee. 10 823,14 11 065,52 11042 44 11 001,32 10 986,39
09 Bundesministerium fiir Wirtschaft und Energie .... 590331 554974 552245 5507.45 538354
10 Bundesministerium fur Landwirtschaft,

Emahrung und Heimal ............coooeremncvceccseicincnns 6 993,07 697349 6 508,68 6 883,35 6 949,65
11  Bundesministerium fir Arbeit und Soziales ......... 197 341,04 | 201 461,03 | 215 725,78 | 221 348,03 | 233 06245
12 Bundesministerium fir Verkehr .............ccoccoevinne 2790136 | 2643023 | 2637101 | 2622540 | 26099,76
14 Bundesministerium der Verteidigung ................... 82 687,31 | 10974962 | 153 921,23 | 162 935,61 | 183 657,50
15~ Bundesministerium fur GeSUNNeRt ............ | 21773,95 | 14 336,57 | 15309.74 | 1491979 | 14 663,86
16 Bundesministerium fur Umwelt, Klimaschutz,

Naturschutz und nukleare Sicherheit ................. 277209 2 740,53 276352 273542 2 654 92
17 Bundesministerium fur Bildung, Familie,

Senioren, Frauen und Jugend ...........ccccocnicinines 16 664,01 15 478,33 14 508,99 1371824 13 791,88
19 Bundesverfassungsgericht ............ccococmicnniinecs 46,42 49,10 48,81 49,50 48,63
20 Bundesrechnungshof ..., 202,24 218,85 223,22 226,85 226,85
21 Die Bundesbeauftragte fiir den Datenschutz und

die Informationsfreiheit .................. i 52,15 58,08 57.15 57,29 57,03
22 Unabhangiger Kontrollrat 14,60 15,24 15,24 15,24 15,24
23 Bundesministerium fur wirtschaftliche

Zusammenarbeil und Entwicklung ...................... 10 055,73 9 469,11 9 210,85 9173.73 9 161,31
24 Bundesministerium flr Digitales und

Staatsmodemisienung ... 135962 1444 24 147495 141527 1 466,06
25 Bundesministerium fir Wohnen,

Stadlentwicklung und Bauwesen .............cccccvenenn 7 745,68 7 509,08 801418 B8 616,76 8 599,37
30 Bundesministerium flir Forschung, Technoiogaa

und Raumfahrt .. 21 818,27 21 966,29 21 840,82 21 796.86 21 647,71
32 Bundesschuld 33 64937 43 610,60 56 833,29 69 417,77 82 188,62
60 Aligemeine Finanzverwallung ...........cceeecinncncans 47 353,98 | 46 878.06 7 882,90 -851413 | -15452,61

Insgesamt 524 540,14 | 55543574 | 588 171,96 | 597 842,75 | 635 363,52

Differenzen durch Rundung méglich

Item 14 sets the direction—the planned expenditures of the Federal Ministry of
Defense. Within four years, direct defense spending will thus more than double.
However, one crucial figure is still missing to put these staggering numbers into



perspective. In order to be able to disburse a total of 555.435 billion euros from the
public coffers in 2027—including nearly 110 billion in direct defense spending—
corresponding revenue is needed.

On the Federal Ministry of Finance’s website, you’ll find the figure you're looking
for:

Wesentliche Kennziffern
der HaUShaItSpIanung in Milliarden Euro

Soll Regierungs- Finanzplan

2026 entwurf 2027 2028 2029 2030
Ausgaben 524,5 5554 5882 597,8 6354
darunter: Einzelplan Bundesministerium der Verteidigung [82,7] [109,7] [153,9] [162,9] [183,7]
Veridnderung gegeniiber Vorjahr in % +6,0 +59 +5,9 +1,6 +6,3
Einnahmen 5245 5554 588,2 597.8 6354
darunter: Steuereinnahmen 387,2 3947 4064 4166 4373
Nettokreditaufnahme (NKA) im Bundeshaushalt 98,0 1187 148,8 152,0 167,3
NKA ohne Bereichsausnahme 40,4 334 23,5 19,1 15,6
Sondervermdgen Infrastruktur und Klimaneutralitit 58,1 549 56,7 57,9 52,2
Sondervermégen Bundeswehr 25,5 30,0 = = =

Tax revenues therefore fall far short of covering planned expenditures. The
German government must continue to take on debt in order to pay for the arms
race madness it has promised NATO. And that amounts to a whopping 200 billion

euros—more than a third of the national budget.
But be careful. Even this massive expenditure does not cover all defense costs.

On June 25, 2025, the Federal Ministry of Defense took stock of last year’s NATO
summit. The ministry’s leadership proudly and fervently informs readers:

“Member states’ defense spending is to rise to 3.5 percent of gross domestic
product (GDP)—this includes, for example, military equipment and salaries for
service members. Added to this is 1.5 percent for defense- and security-related areas
such as infrastructure, industry, and resilience—that is, the protection of critical
infrastructure, cyberspace, or the expansion of roads and bridges suitable for
military use. These targets are to be achieved by 2035.”

The seemingly innocuous figure of 3.5 percent of GDP—or the modest 1.5 percent
of GDP—needs to be broken down to grasp its true scale and, by extension, the
direction of current German policy. What is planned for 2035, broken down into
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figures for the year 2025, looks like this:

GDP in 2025 amounted to 4,469 billion EUR. The 3.5 percent in direct defense
spending would have amounted to 156 billion euros, while the 1.5 percent hidden
in civilian budget items due to military requirements would have added another 67
billion, bringing total military spending last year to 223 billion euros according to
NATO estimates. This enormous sum represents just under three times the actual
defense spending in 2025. And 223 billion corresponded to 42.5 percent of the
total national budget for 2025—in other words, nearly half.

Five percent of GDP will still be an extremely impressive sum in 2035—one that
places a heavy burden on the budget. Given Germany’s ongoing deindustrialization,
with all the associated economic and fiscal burdens—including, very likely, a
significant decline in tax revenues—this five percent will be even harder to bear in
the future than it would be today.

A comparison no one wants to make

Whether we like it or not, these figures and the unease they stir up lead politically
and historically astute observers to reflect on how things were “back then.”

The German federal government takes every opportunity to let the public know
that “the Russians” will leave their homeland by 2030 at the latest—or perhaps as
early as 2029, though even earlier dates are being bandied about—and set off
toward the West. We won’t dwell here on the truth of these abstruse claims. But
hadn’t the German public, the “German people,” already waited in vain for the
“Bolsheviks” back then? Even back then, plans were made for a scenario that only
came to pass when Germany convinced “the Russians,” using the most brutal and
barbaric means and methods, that it was absolutely necessary to capture Berlin.

Regarding that prewar period, I found the following figures:

“Germany’s military expenditures from 1934 through August 31,1939, for all three
branches of the armed forces—including expenditures related to rearmament—
totaled 60 billion marks. During the same period, Germany’s total budgetary
expenditures amounted to 101.5 billion marks; in other words, military
expenditures accounted for 59.1 percent of that total.”
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Conclusion

The NATO target—broken down to the year 2025—of five percent of GDP for
funding NATO members’ military expenditures by 2035 amounted, in real terms,
to 42.5 percent of Germany'’s total national budget. In “peacetime.” This figure does
not include the additional (military) expenditures for Ukraine, which were
provided by Germany directly to Ukraine or found their way to Kyiv via NATO and
the EU.

42.5 percent plus other war expenditures for Ukraine thus contrast with that 59.1

percent of budget expenditures in prewar Germany during the period from 1934 to
August 31,1939.

This inevitably raises questions.

How much quantity (money) is still needed to achieve the anticipated new quality—
that is, war? In other words: How small is the actual percentage difference between
2025 and the rearmament period from 1934 to August 1, 1939—that is, the 59.1
percent of that time?

How far and how long is it still until “our” September 1?

And how long will it then take until “May 8”7
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