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Independent Commentary on a Fractured World

BRICS - the media get neither access to
the participants nor information - what
does that mean?

Some media representatives in the media center at Kazan airport
complain that the organizers are starving them regarding
information. Why is that?

Peter Hanseler / René Zittlau

Wed 23 Oct 2024

Introduction

The media were made aware of two things. First, the security measures in the city,
on the way to the airport and before entering the media center where the
international media will gather are extremely strict. This has to do with the risk



situation in this world. Nobody should complain about that - it's unthinkable if
something were to happen.

Secondly, the media are following the arrival of the heads of state at the airport live
in the media center, as well as President Putin's greeting of the leaders. That's all
there is so far.

The information officially released by the member states up to and including the
latest events in Moscow is still the status quo this morning, October 23. We have
presented and analyzed this current situation in our articles "BRICS - Facts and
Figures" and "BRICS Currency - Payment and Trade Settlement System - Where are
we heading? Analysis".

Everywhere here in the Media Center the question arises why such a conservative
information policy is pursued. Why hasn't there been more information so far?
Russia, as the host country, and probably the other BRICS members as well, have
apparently agreed not to release any information to the media so far. This suggests
that this summit is not about announcing decisions that have already been taken. It

seems that the last important decisions will be taken at this summit.

Leading representatives and participating countries

The top representatives of the following countries have so far arrived
in Kazan:

China, India, South Africa, Iran, UAE, Bolivia, Egypt, Turkey, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Congo, Azerbaijan, Mongolia, Palestine, Laos, Armenia, Ethiopia, Malaysia,
Republic of Srpska, Kyrgyzstan, Vietnam, Tajikistan.

Who canceled their trip to the BRICS summit and why?

Brazilian President Lula had to cancel his trip due to a head injury. This is not for

political reasons.

Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic announced on Serbian radio and television that
the Republic would be represented at the BRICS Summit in Kazan by the Deputy
Prime Minister. He himself will not be able to attend the event, as he had
previously arranged for Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk to visit on the same
day.

Vucic said that a trilateral meeting with Slovak and Hungarian Prime Ministers
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Robert Fico and Viktor Orban will take place in Komarno. Tusk, Greek Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and European Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen will join them later.

Vucic also reported a conversation with Putin in which the Serbian leader said he
would not come to Kazan.

Admission of new members

In one of our last articles, we listed which countries have submitted a formal

application.

Bevilkerung BIP KKP %! Olproduktion '*! Erdgasproduktion '?'  Goldproduktion '*
ﬁgypten 116,538 1.43% 1,899 1.02% 0.56 0.69% 64.82 1.58% 0.00 0.00%
Athiopien 132,060 1.62% 432 0.23% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Brasilien 211,999 2.60% 4,274 2.30% 3.40 4.16% 22.67 0.55% 86.30 2.37%
China 1,419,321  17.39% 35,291 19.01% 4.18 5.11% 225.34 5.49% 378.16 10.37%
Indien 1,450,936 17.78% 14,594 7.86% 0.60 0.74% 33.17 0.81% 0.00 0.00%
Iran 91,568 1.12% 1,855 1.00% 3.63 4.43% 263.28 6.41% 0.00 0.00%
Russland 144,820 1.77% 5,473 2.95% 10.12  12.38% 617.83 15.04% 321.75 8.82%
Siidafrika 64,007 0.78% 1,026 0.55% 0.00 0.00% 0.06 0.00% 104.29 2.86%
VAE 11,027 0.14% 948 0.51% 3.39 4.15% 56.68 1.38% 0.00 0.00%
Saudi-Arabien 33,963 0.42% 2,354 1.27% 9.73 11.90% 121.87 2.97% 0.00 0.00%
Aserbaidschan 10,337 0.13% 199 0.11% 0.62 0.75% 34.18 0.83% 0.00 0.00%
Bahrain 1,607 0.02% 102 0.05% 0.18 0.22% 18.01 0.44% 0.00 0.00%
Bangladesch 173,562 2.13% 1,620 0.87% 0.00 0.00% 24.62 0.60% 0.00 0.00%
Bolivien 12,413 0.15% 131 0.07% 0.02 0.03% 13.76 0.33% 48.43 1.33%
Kuba 10,980 0.13% 0 0.00% 0.03 0.04% 0.66 0.02% 0.00 0.00%
Kuwait 4,935 0.06% 264 0.14% 2.71 3.31% 19.28 0.47% 0.00 0.00%
Malaysia 35,558 0.44% 1,306 0.70% 0.50 0.61% 75.46 1.84% 0.00 0.00%
Pakistan 251,269 3.08% 1,643 0.88% 0.07 0.09% 36.94 0.90% 0.00 0.00%
Palastina 5,495 0.07% 0 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Senegal 18,502 0.23% 87 0.05% 0.00 0.00% 0.05 0.00% 17.11 0.47%
Syrien 24,673 0.30% 0 0.00% 0.09 0.11% 3.09 0.08% 0.00 0.00%
Thailand 71,668 0.88% 1,644 0.89% 0.14 0.17% 30.80 0.75% 0.00 0.00%
Tirkei 87,474 1.07% 3,832 2.06% 0.08 0.10% 0.38 0.01% 36.46 1.00%
Venezuela 28,406 0.35% 225 0.12% 0.75 0.92% 17.70 0.43% 30.00 0.82%
Weilrussland 9,057 0.11% 235 0.13% 0.03 0.04% 0.07 0.00% 0.00 0.00%

| BRICS+  |4,422,174 54.18% | 79,432 42.78% |  40.85 49.96% | 1,680.70 40.91% | 1,022.50 28.04% |

G7 788,504 9.66% 55,025 29.63% 18.32 22.40% 1,265.03 30.80% 358.57 9.83%
Welt 8,161,973 100.00% 185,677 100.00% 81.78 100.00% 4,107.88 100.00% 3,646.07 100.00%

Datenquellen: voicefromrussia; !'! worldpopulationreview.com; 1 Twr; Bl Era; [ gold.org

Which countries have expressed a keen interest in joining?



Bevilkerung 'Y BIP KKp 2 Olproduktion %! Erdgasproduktion ¥  Goldproduktion '*)

Agypten 116,538 1.43% 1,899 1.02% 0.56 0.69% 64.82 1.58% 0.00 0.00%
Athiopien 132,060 1.62% 432 0.23% 0.00  0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Brasilien 211,999 2.60% 4,274 2.30% 3.40 4.16% 22.67 0.55% 86.30 2.37%
China 1,419,321 17.39% 35,291 19.01% 4.18  5.11% 225.34  5.49% 378.16 10.37%
Indien 1,450,936 17.78% 14,594 7.86% 0.60 0.74% 33.17 0.81% 0.00 0.00%
Iran 91,568 1.12% 1,855 1.00% 3.63 4.43% 263.28 6.41% 0.00 0.00%
Russland 144,820 1.77% 5,473 2.95% 10.12  12.38% 617.83 15.04% 321.75 8.82%
Siidafrika 64,007 0.78% 1,026 0.55% 0.00 0.00% 0.06 0.00% 104.29 2.86%
VAE 11,027 0.14% 948 0.51% 3.39 4.15% 56.68 1.38% 0.00 0.00%
Saudi-Arabien 33,963 0.42% 2,354 1.27% 9.73 11.90% 121.87 2.97% 0.00 0.00%
Aserbaidschan 10,337 0.13% 199 0.11% 0.62 0.75% 34.18 0.83% 0.00 0.00%
Bahrain 1,607 0.02% 102 0.05% 0.18 0.22% 18.01 0.44% 0.00 0.00%
Bangladesch 173,562 2.13% 1,620 0.87% 0.00 0.00% 24.62 0.60% 0.00 0.00%
Bolivien 12,413 0.15% 131 0.07% 0.02 0.03% 13.76 0.33% 48.43 1.33%
Kuba 10,980 0.13% 0 0.00% 0.03 0.04% 0.66 0.02% 0.00 0.00%
Kuwait 4,935 0.06% 264 0.14% 2.7 3.31% 19.28 0.47% 0.00 0.00%
Malaysia 35,558 0.44% 1,306 0.70% 0.50 0.61% 75.46 1.84% 0.00 0.00%
Pakistan 251,269 3.08% 1,643 0.88% 0.07 0.09% 36.94 0.90% 0.00 0.00%
Palastina 5,495 0.07% 0 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Senegal 18,502 0.23% 87 0.05% 0.00 0.00% 0.05 0.00% 17.11 0.47%
Syrien 24,673  0.30% 0  0.00% 0.09 0.11% 3.09 0.08% 0.00  0.00%
Thailand 71,668 0.88% 1,644 0.89% 0.14 0.17% 30.80 0.75% 0.00 0.00%
Tirkei 87,474 1.07% 3,832 2.06% 0.08 0.10% 0.38 0.01% 36.46 1.00%
Venezuela 28,406 0.35% 225 0.12% 0.75 0.92% 17.70 0.43% 30.00 0.82%
WeiBrussland 9,057 0.11% 235 0.13% 0.03 0.04% 0.07 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Afghanistan 42,647 0.52% 0 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.08 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Angola 37,886 0.46% 271 0.15% 1.14 1.40% 5.51 0.13% 0.00 0.00%
Aquatorialguinea 1,893 0.02% 29 0.02% 0.09 0.11% 6.75 0.16% 0.00 0.00%
Burkina Faso 23,549 0.29% 67 0.04% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 98.58 2.70%
D.R. Kongo 109,276 1.34% 160 0.09% 0.02 0.02% 0.00 0.00% 45.38 1.24%
El Salvador 6,338 0.08% 80 0.04% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Ghana 34,427 0.42% 241 0.13% 0.16 0.20% 3.19 0.08% 135.11 3.71%
Indonesien 283,488 3.47% 4,721 2.54% 0.61 0.74% 57.41 1.40% 132.47 3.63%
Irak 46,042 0.56% 531 0.29% 4.34 5.31% 9.86 0.24% 0.00 0.00%
Jemen 40,583 0.50% 70 0.04% 0.02 0.02% 0.19 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Kamerun 29,124 0.36% 142 0.08% 0.05 0.07% 2.59 0.06% 0.00 0.00%
Kasachstan 20,593 0.25% 693 0.37% 1.85 2.27% 27.01 0.66% 86.27 2.37%
Kolumbien 52,886  0.65% 1,042 0.56% 0.78  0.95% 11.29  0.27% 67.39  1.85%
Laos 7,770 0.10% 79 0.04% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 8.81 0.24%
Libyen 7,381 0.09% 183 0.10% 1.23 1.50% 11.83 0.29% 0.00 0.00%
Mali 24,479 0.30% 65 0.04% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 105.02 2.88%
Myanmar 54,500 0.67% 284 0.15% 0.01 0.01% 16.78 0.41% 0.00 0.00%
Nicaragua 6,916 0.08% 23 0.03% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Nigeria 232,679 2.85% 1,444 0.78% 1.44 1.76% 39.95 0.97% 0.00 0.00%
Peru 34,218 0.42% 567  0.31% 0.04  0.05% 12.27 0.30% 128.81  3.53%
Republik Kongo 6,333 0.08% 30 0.02% 0.26 0.32% 0.42 0.01% 0.00 0.00%
Serbien 6,736 0.08% 185 0.10% 0.01 0.02% 0.35 0.01% 0.00 0.00%
Simbabwe 16,634 0.20% 49 0.03% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 46.65 1.28%
Sri Lanka 23,104 0.28% 0 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Sudan 50,449 0.62% 169 0.09% 0.07 0.08% 0.00 0.00% 72.46 1.99%
Siidsudan 11,943 0.15% 7 0.00% 0.15 0.18% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Tunesien 12,277 0.15% 168 0.09% 0.03 0.04% 1.32 0.03% 0.00 0.00%
Uganda 50,015 0.61% 157 0.08% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
Vietnam 100,988 1.24% 1,559 0.84% 0.17 0.21% 7.68 0.19% 0.00 0.00%
ZAR 5,331 0.07% 6 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00%
| BRICS++  [5,802,659 71.09% | 92,485 49.81% |  53.32 65.20% | 1,895.20 46.14% | 1,949.47 53.47%
G7 788,504 9.66% 55,025 29.63% 18.32  22.40% 1,265.03 30.80% 358.57 9.83%
Welt 8,161,973 100.00% 185,677 100.00% 81.78 100.00% 4,107.88 100.00% 3,646.07 100.00%

Datenqguellen: voicefromrussia; ! worldpopulationreview.com; ) IWF; [ E1A; 14 gold.org

In our view, another major expansion of membership is unlikely this year. This was
suggested by the statements of President Xi and President Putin.

BRICS is a very heterogeneous community based on multipolarity, which means
that everyone - including the small players - is taken into account and the course of
this community is not determined by a small circle of powerful individuals.

As a consequence, this also means that accepting new members requires a lot of
time and work to ensure that we can work together efficiently and on an equal
footing after integration.



Our assumption, which could of course be wrong, is that a partner status will be
introduced which, depending on how it is structured, will give the new partners a
member-like status in certain respects.

Saudi Arabia, however, is of the greatest interest to the BRICS. This oil giant, which
accounts for almost 12% of global oil production and would increase the BRICS
share of oil production from 31% to 43% (G7 22%), joined BRICS in August 2023
but has not yet signed up. Saudi Arabia is apparently under pressure from the US
not to join. Saudi Arabia has huge investments in the US and UK and is probably
afraid of losing these investments if it joins. We have reported on this. We expect
that the Chinese and Russians in particular will go to great lengths to make this
accession possible.

Trade settlement mechanism

We believe that the biggest organizational, political and economic challenge facing
BRICS at this stage of its development is the creation of a new payment

mechanism.

We have discussed this in detail in our article "BRICS Currency - Payment and
Trade Settlement System - Where Are We Going? Analysis". There we mainly
excluded the solutions that are being circulated in the alternative media.

We assume that this - if announced - will have the greatest consequences for the
world - including the West.
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